February 2.2009
East Greenville, PA


Council President, Douglas G. Bricker called the regular February 2, 2009 meeting of East Greenville Borough Council to order at 7:30p.m.  The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Answering the roll call were:  Mayor, Ryan J. Sloyer, Douglas G. Bricker, Gary Bilger, Jennifer Boyer, Thomas Kolb, John Naylor, Josiah Pierson, and Marita Thomson.  Also present were: Donald W. Huff, James L. Fry, Atty. Tomlinson, 5 visitors and 1 member of the press.

The minutes of the regular January 5, 2009 meeting having been circulated and a copy made available to the public were presented for Councils approval.  There being no additions or corrections, Pres. Bricker declared the minutes approved as presented.

VISITORS:


Pres. Bricker recognized Kenneth Small of Blaker Drive.  He addressed Council on what type of improvements are planned for the Tot Lot at Third Street and Blaker Drive.  He stated he is opposed to having a Skate Park.  He was informed that Council is looking at the original concept plan along with or engineers to come up with a revised concept plan.  One idea was for a basketball court for the older children.  A number of ideas were discussed and will be considered before any decision is made.  Pres. Bricker thanked everyone for their ideas.
POLICE COMMISSION:


Mayor Sloyer reported that the allocation for February will be $ 38,006.17.  John Lear of Pennsburg is the new Chairman of the Police Commission.  The commission will be promoting 2 officers to the rank of Corporal. The commission has determined that it will not neighboring municipalities if called by the State Police for assistance when they are on the scene.  If  called to cover for the State Police and are the first on the scene the department will bill the other municipality.
SOLICITOR ITEMS:


Atty. Tomlinson presented Council with an ordinance that establishes an Audit Committee..  On a motion by Ms. Boyer and a second by Ms. Thomson, which passed, Council approved advertising the ordinance for adoption at the next regular meeting.

Atty. Tomlinson presented Council with Resolution 2009-05.  Resolution 2009-05 approved filing a grant application with DCED through the new PA H2O Grant Program.  On a motion by Mr. Kolb and a second by Ms Thomson, which passed, Council adopted Resolution 2009-05.

WATER COMMITTEE:


Mr. Bilger reported that he has the Water Plant Supervisor Report for Councils review.  The flocculater has been reinstalled and is working.  Scott McMackin of Cowan Associates informed Council that if the Borough has $300,000.00 available for a project the state will provide $600,000.00 of grant money for a total project of $900,000.00
ZONING-PLANNING COMMITTEE:


Ms. Boyer reported that the Code Officers report is available for Councils review.

The resolution establishing  a new fee schedule for Subdivisions and Land Development is ready to be advertised.  On a motion by Ms. Boyer and a second by Mr. Naylor, which passed, Council approved advertising the resolution for adoption at the next regular meeting of Council.

Ms. Boyer noted that at a previous meeting we discussed discontinuing the services with Hough Associates regarding applications for recycling grants but never took any formal action.  On a motion by Ms. Boyer and a second by Mr. Kolb, which passed, Council approved ending the use of Hough Associates for the application of recycling grants.

Mr. Fry has a home in the Borough that he will be renting and needs to have it inspected.  He can not inspect his own property and is asking that we have Cowan Associates conduct the inspection and waive the Borough Rental Inspection Fee as he will be paying a fee to Cowan Associates for the inspection.  On a motion by Ms. Boyer and a second by Mr. Kolb, which passed, Council approved waiving the Rental Inspection Fee for Mr. Fry’s property at 119 Jefferson Street.
ROADS COMMITTEE:


Mr. Kolb reported that he does not have a Road Supervisors report at this time.  On the 3rd Street drainage project we have a set of preliminary plans.  Mr. Fry told Council that Chief Devlin has agreed to approve erecting NO PARKING signs on W. Fifth Street to determine if this will help with the circulation of traffic at the Middle School.  These signs are only temporary and could be removed after the study is complete.  Mr. Fry also notes that a Fire Zone will be needed in front of the main doors on Jefferson Street.

We’re still working on the Hickory Alley drainage problem and the work will be done in the spring.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE:


The environmental study report for the property we are purchasing for open space should be complete next week and we can then set a settlement date.


The development of the Tot Lot was discussed again.  Mr. Ken Small would like to see more trees, picnic tables, and lots of open areas.  He noted that the teens intimidate the mothers and toddlers.  Ms. Boyer stated we need something for the older kids like maybe a basketball court.  Mr. Kolb is against putting down black top.  It was noted that we have to do a better job of maintenance at the park.  Ms. Boyer noted that some older kid have been playing football in the open area of the park.  Mr. McMackin said the Cowan Associates can look at the old master plan and make some adjustments and make it better.  Mr. Kolb stated that no action is better than doing something wrong.  Mayor Sloyer stated we need something for the older kids.  Mr. Fry retrieved some old sketch plans from his office for Council to look at.  After reviewing the sketch plans Ms. Boyer wants Council to explore what we can do to make improvements.  Mr. McMackin will come up with a couple of plans for Council review in the next month or two.
WASTE MGMT COMMITTEE:


Mr. Pierson informed Council that he has the recycling report for review by Council.  Bag sales were $8,455.00 I January.  The revitalization rewrite plan is being done at our Planning Commission meetings.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:


Mr. Bilger reported that the job description updates are still being worked on.  He announced that there will be a Personnel Committee meeting on February 12th at 6:30p.m.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


Ms. Thomson reported that all is in order.  On a motion by Ms. Thomson and a second by Mr. Kolb, which passed, Council approved paying the bills for February and accepted the report of the Treasurer for January.

CORRESPONDENCE:


The YMCA has requested the we partially close Main Street from E. Sixth Street to the north Borough Line  for their 5K Race on May 2, 2009.  On a motion by Mr. Bilger and a second by Mr. Kolb, which passed, Council approved the request.  

We have received 2 Banner requests one from the Chamber for their Business Expo on April 28, 2009 and one from YFS for their Plant Sale on May 17, 2009.  On a motion by Ms. Boyer and a second by Mr. Pierson, which passed, Council approved the Banner Request for YFS.  On a motion by Mr. Naylor and a second by Mr. Kolb, which passed, Council approved the request of the Chamber.

Mr. Fry has requested approval to attend a NIMS Seminar.  On a motion by Mr. Pierson and a second by Mr. Kolb, which passed, Council approved the request.

The Montgomery County Conservation District has entered into an agreement with DCED, the National Flood Insurance Program, and PSATS.  The name of the agreement is known as the Floodplain Management Program.  The district will be working with the municipalities to review and update their ordinances.  The time line is over the next 3 years.

The Boroughs Water System has again received a Directors Award from Partnership for Safe Water


An appeal has been received from the owner of 724 Valley Road.  The appeal is to the requirement for a deadbolt lock that does not require a key to exit the home on a side door of the house.  The door has a sliding glass door next to it that uses a track bar to secure the door.  If an intruder wanted to get in they would simply break the glass in the sliding door.  Mr. Fry suggested that we should have the committee look at the requirement and possibly delete the requirement.  On a motion by Mr. Kolb and a second by Mr. Bilger, which passed, Council approved the appeal.

Mr. Kolb noted that there is a DCNR E- Grant workshop in Valley Forge for elected officials on February 26, 2009.  Ms. Boyer will check her schedule and attend if possible.


At 8:17p.m. Pres. Bricker called an executive session to discuss litigation.


At 8:25p.m. Council re-convened.  There was a brief discussion about benefits for part-time employees.  Atty. Tomlinson will look at the law and report back to the Personnel Committee prior to their meeting on February 12, 2009.


Mr. Fry recommended that Sharon Kachmar receive a $150.00 incentive payment for finding a $3,000.00 + credit with one of our vendors.  On a motion by Mr. Pierson and a second by Mr. Bilger, which passed, Council approved the incentive pay.

There being no further business Pres. Bricker declared the meeting adjourned at 8:31p.m.

